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paganism," as one Thevet says in holy horror.3
And yet, because the time was not ripe, I find no
hint of such an idea in his collected works. Now,
the regiment of women was another matter that
he should have kept to himself; right or wrong,
his opinion did not fit the moment ; right or
wrong, as Aylmer puts it, " the Blast was blown
out of season." And this it was that he began to
perceive after the accession of Elizabeth; not
that he had been wrong, and that female rule was
a good thing, for he had said from the first that
"the felicity of some women in their empires"
could not change the law of God and the nature
of created things ; not this, but that the regiment
of women was one of those imperfections of society
which must be borne with because yet they can-
not be remedied. The thing had seemed so obvi-
ous to him, in his sense of unspeakable masculine
superiority, and his fine contempt for what is only
sanctioned by antiquity and common consent, he
had imagined that, at the first hint, men would
arise and shake off the debasing tyranny. He
found himself wrong, and he showed that he could
be moderate in his own fashion, and understood
the spirit of true compromise. He came round
to Calvin's position, in fact, but by a different way.
And it derogates nothing from the merit of this
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